

Ten Miles High in an AIR-TIGHT BALL (Aug, 1931) 

If it began to leak then the ball wasn’t exactly air-tight... 

Also, with its tethers attached the capsule looks a lot like one of the tripods from War of the Worlds. 
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Ten Miles High 

in an AIR-TIGHT PALL 


A HUGE yellow balloon soared iky- 
wa rck-a few weeks asn, irom Aups'berp, 
•.Crnnany. Instead of a basket, it 
1 railed an asr-lipht black-and-silver alumi¬ 
num. ball. Within Prof. Auguste Piccan!, 
phyririsL and Charles Kipfcr aimed to eic- 

E itorc nhe air SO,000 feet tip. Seventeen 
tours latrr, after being given up for tbd, 
they relumed safely from an estimated 
height of more (han 52,000 feet h almost ten 
milts, shattering every airtraft altitude 
record Osvgrn tanks kept them altvc ’while 
they matSe observations. Records of ihrir 
instruments arc now being checked and 
interpreted, Fir^t to riw safely into the 
Upper layer of the earth's almcsifhcre, they 
found the air pressure at ten mile* altitude 
50 I&W ■— one-tenth of 
that at sea level—that a 
matt exposed to il would 
• perish much as a deep- 
■ parish bursts of 11 * own 
- mltmal pressure when 
. brought to the earth's 
1 surface. Pkcard and Ih 
aid found cosmic rays, 
m^terbus radial ton a 
■ rum outer apace,, far 
tiinre powerful than at 
Ihe earth's surface, and 
k^SCil their intensity. 

The explorers trapped 
^amplest □ f t he uppe r air, 

" blue air,” as Piccard re- 
pone<l it to appear, in 
cylinders. Analysis may 
prove it exceptionally 
nch in dxane,the intense- 
v blue gaa supposedly 
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lllliudi never before nacb(4- 

responsible for the Heaviside 
layer i>r “radio roof," 1 The 
Story of thrir adventure sur¬ 
passes. fiction. During the 
ascent, the aluminum ball begun to 
leak. They plugged at desperately 
with vaseline and collon waste, slop¬ 
ping the leak. In the first half hour 
the balloon shot upward nine males. 
Through port holes, the observers, saw 
the earth through copper-colored, 
then bluish, haze. It seemed a flat 
disk with Upturned edge, At the ten- 
mile level (he sky appeared a deep, 
dark blue. With observations com¬ 
plete, the observers tried to descend, 
but couldn't, While their oxygeia 
tanks emptied, they floated aimlessly 
over Germany, Austria, and Ilaly. 
rrhol evening air contracted the bal- 
loon’i gas and brought them down 
on a glacier near Ober-Gurgl, Aus¬ 
tria, with one hour's supply of oxy¬ 
gen to spare. 


Ten Miles High in an AIR-TIGHT BALL 

A HUGE yellow balloon soared skyward, a few weeks ago, from Augsberg, -Germany. Instead of a 
basket, it trailed an air-tight black-and-silver aluminum ball. Within Prof. Auguste Piccard, physicist, 
and Charles Kipfer aimed to explore the air 50,000 feet up. Seventeen hours later, after being given up 
for dead, they returned safely from an estimated height of more than 52,000 feet, almost ten miles, 
shattering every aircraft altitude record. Oxygen tanks kept them alive while they made observations. 
Records of their instruments are now being checked and interpreted. First to rise safely into the upper 
layer of the earth’s atmosphere, they found the air pressure at ten miles altitude so low — one-tenth of 
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that at sea level—that a man exposed to it would perish much as a deep-sea fish bursts of its own 
internal pressure when brought to the earth’s surface. Piccard and his aid found cosmic rays, 
mysterious radiations from outer space, far more powerful than at the earth’s surface, and gaged their 
intensity. The explorers trapped samples of the upper air, “blue air,” as Piccard reported it to appear, 
in cylinders. Analysis may prove it exceptionally rich in ozone,the intensely blue gas supposedly 
responsible for the Heaviside layer or “radio roof.” The story of their adventure surpasses fiction. 
During the ascent, the aluminum ball began to leak. They plugged it desperately with vaseline and 
cotton waste, stopping the leak. In the first half hour the balloon shot upward nine miles. Through 
portholes,the observers saw the earth through copper-colored, then bluish, haze. It seemed a flat disk 
with upturned edge. At the ten-mile level the sky appeared a deep, dark blue. With observations 
complete, the observers tried to descend, but couldn’t. While their oxygen tanks emptied, they floated 
aimlessly over Germany, Austria, and Italy. Cool evening air contracted the balloon’s gas and brought 
them down on a glacier near Ober-Gurgl, Austria, with one hour’s supply of oxygen to spare. 


Related posts: 

1. HIGH ALTITUDE HELMET (May, 1929) 

2. Five-Story Steel Ball Makes Novel Hospital (Jan, 1929) 

3. High-Speed Escape (Jul, 1947) 

4. 10-mile Ascent Paves Way for Stratosphere Planes (Aug, 1931) 

5. Tests Made with Living Heart in Air-Tight Chamber (May, 1938) 

2 comments 


Hirudinea says: 

March 5, 2013 
3:41 pm 


Captain Piccard goes to space! Anyway why did they have trouble getting down, 
didn’t they think of doing that before launch? 


Toronto says: They should have arranged to have Christopher Robin ready to shoot them down. 

March 5, 2013 
8:49 pm 
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